Europe and beyond the realms of developmental biology. Many researchers will already have their particular favourite JEEM paper, perhaps one that shaped research in their field in a fundamental way. To help bring these scientific gems to the attention of the wider developmental community, examples of such papers have been identified by Development's past and present Editors and Editorial Advisory Board members as being 'JEEM classics', and experts have been asked to comment on these papers and to describe how they shaped current thinking in the field. There is no shortage of such papers, of course, but over the following months we hope to give you a taste of the richly historic and influential research that was published in JEEM over the course of its 33-year life.
The first of these 'JEEM classic' essays, by Elaine Dzierzak and Alexander Medvinsky, is published on p. 2343 of this issue. In this essay, Elaine and Alexander explain how a paper by Françoise Dieterlen-Lievre published in JEEM in 1975 was the first to contradict the dogma of the day that the haematopoietic system of the avian adult originated extra-embryonically, from the blood islands of the yolk sac. The elegant chick-quail chimera experiments she reported in this paper were the first to suggest that the adult haematopoietic system in fact originates from the embryo itself, a finding that created a paradigm shift in haematopoietic research and that continues to be debated to this day.
We would like to close at this point on a note of thanks. The publication of the online JEEM archive is the culmination of several years of effort, and it would not have been possible without the help of our online publisher HighWire, nor without the generous support of the developmental community, many of whom helped us to fill the gaps in The Company of Biologists' collection of JEEM by generously donating their personal copies of the journal to us. In particular, we thank Julian Lewis, Peter Lawrence, Jonathan Bard, Cheryll Tickle and Mike Newth, whose father, David R. Newth, was one of the founders of the journal.
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